
11th International Conference on ‘ASIAN Community Knowledge Networks’

The 11th  International Conference on 
‘ASIAN Community Knowledge Networks 
for the Economy, Society, Culture and 
Environmental Stability’ was organized 
jointly by Kathmandu University and Chiang 
Rai Rajabhat University, Thailand, on March 
31, 2015.

The major activity of the Inter-University 
Cooperation Program was to raise awareness 
on global economic, social, environmental 
and political issues having significant impacts 
on global warming, trade, financial stability 
and human security. 

The Conference was inaugurated by 
Honorable Minister of Education of Nepal, 
Mrs. Chitra Lekha Yadav and chaired by 
Prof. Dr. Ram Kantha Makaju Shrestha, Vice 
Chancellor of Kathmandu University.

Inside this issue:

Trainees at Technical 
Training Center (KUTTC) 

Kathmandu University Technical Training Center 
(KUTTC), since its establishment, has been 
attracting youth trainees from various backgrounds 
to provide them with technical trainings on 
Automobile, Motorbike, Carpentry, Welding and 
Machinery among others.

It is an autonomous technical training institute 
operated by KU inaugurated in 2014. It was 
established with the financial and technical 
support from Korea International Cooperation 
Agency (KOICA) to provide skill oriented training 
programs to under privileged youths.v
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School Space

‘Samayojan’ An Art Engineering Workshop
‘Samayojan 3’ - An Art Engineering 
Workshop was organized by Department 
of Mechanical Engineering, School of 
Engineering (SOE) in association with 
Center for Art and Design, School of Arts 
(SOA) and in coordination with Turbine 
Testing Lab (TTL) and Technical Training 
Center (TTC).

The third edition of the workshop was 
conducted from 9th  to 15th  February 

at Dhulikhel. The closing ceremony was 
organized on 15th February in the presence 
of Vice Chancellor of KU, Associate Deans of 
School of Engineering, Head of Departments 
and other KU staffs and faculties as the 
invitees.

With the main purpose of uniting the 
students of different departments and schools 
in order to bring interdisciplinary projects, 
the trend of Art Engineering began in 2012. 

The workshop was also focused on giving the 
newly admitted undergraduate students an 
exposure in their fields. It can also be taken 
as a sincere attempt to create an awareness 
of how the junks can be used to make 
something innovative and useful. There were 
9 different groups in the workshop, including 
50 students from School of Engineering and 
17 students from School of Arts.

Planning and Professional Development

Humanities and Management Unit (HMU), 
School of Engineering, organized a one-day 
workshop on “Outcome-Based Planning 
and Professional Development,” on 27 
March 2015. As many as 25 teachers from 
School of Engineering and School of Science 

participated in the day-long activities, 
which were facilitated by Dr. Bal Chandra 
Luitel, Associate Dean, and Dr. Laxman 
Gnawali, Associate Professor, from School of 
Education. 

The workshop comprised two key sessions, 
respectively on “Outcome-Based Planning 
and Teaching” and “Teachers’ Professional 
Development.”

Capacity Building on Wetlands
The Regional Capacity Building Workshop 
on ‘Conservation of Biodiversity and 
Ecosystem Services of Wetlands in Relation 
to Global Change’ was inaugurated at the 
CV Raman Mini Auditorium, Kathmandu 
University on March 12, 2015.

The three-day long workshop was organized 
by Aquatic Ecology Center, a Center under 
School of Science, jointly with the National 

Institute of Ecology (NIE), New Delhi, 
Central Inland Fisheries Research Institute 
(CIFRI), Kolkata and Conservation Sciences 
India, New Delhi, under the project funded 
by Asia-Pacific Network for Global Change 
Research.

The workshop comprised of several 
presentations on the assessment of 
biodiversity, ecosystem services and their 

linkages based on a field visit and available 
studies elsewhere. The need for conservation 
of wetlands and considering their ecosystem 
services (direct and indirect benefits to 
humans) in framing the policies, plans and 
management projects, particularly those 
related to water resources will be explained 
in the workshop.

A two-day long meeting on “Higher 
Education in Nepal” was organized by the 
Trailokya Nath Upraity (TN) Center for 
Education at Kathmandu University in 
co-operation with the UNESCO Office in 
Kathmandu. Speakers at the opening of the 
meeting underscored the need for an urgent 
review of policy directions and practices in 

higher education in Nepal.

Four specialist papers were presented in 
the meeting which focused on governance, 
quality, autonomy and financing of higher 
education in Nepal. Specialist papers were 
presented by Prof. Suresh Raj Sharma, 
Founding Vice Chancellor of Kathmandu 
University, Prof. Hridaya Ratna Bajracharya, 

Prof. Pushkar Bajracharya and Dr. Kedar 
Nath Shrestha.

On completion of the presentations, 
participants met in two separate groups and 
held detailed discussions on a) Governance, 
Quality, Relevance and Delivery of Higher 
Education, and b) Financing Higher 
Education.

TN Center organizes Expert Group Meeting

Workshop



Student Space

Current Research in Hydraulic Turbines - V

The International Symposium on Current 
Research in Hydraulic Turbines - V was 
inaugurated on March 23, 2015 in CV 
Raman Auditorium, Kathmandu University.

The Symposium was organized by Turbine 
Testing Lab (TTL) to create a platform 

for aspiring researchers from hydropower 
sector to share their ideas and information 
regarding their research activities.

Inaugurating the program, Registrar Prof. 
Dr. Bhola Thapa, said that the university 
was expanding in research in hydropower 

as there was tremendous potential in the 
sector. He further expressed his hope that the 
presenters and participants of the program 
could be benefitted through sharing of ideas 
and opinion.

Nanotechnology and Material Processing 2015

Department of Natural Science, School 
of Science, organized a one-day national 
level symposium on “Nanotechnology for 
Novel Materials Processing (NSNMP)”  on 
18th  January 2015 at CV Raman mini-

auditorium hall.

The symposium was inaugurated by Vice 
Chancellor Prof. Dr. Ram Kantha Makaju 
Shrestha and chaired by Dean of School of 
Science, Prof. Dr. Mohan Bikram Gewali.

Addressing the event, the Vice Chancellor 
encouraged the participants to dream big to 
solve national problems like energy crisis, 
waste management, and health and hygiene 
facilities.

Department of Pharmacy organizes Career Guidance Forum

KU Students win Ncell App Camp’s Award 2014

Department of Pharmacy organized a  ‘Career guidance forum’, first phase of the project,  Career Guidance Forum and My Life Road-Map 
Contest, on January 8 & 9, 2015, at CV Raman Main Auditorium. The project is supported by National Research Foundation of Korea. The 
forum was targeted to the third and fourth year BPharm students to guide them through career options after graduation.

UNICEF Hands over Idea Studio to KUSoM

Idea Studio Incubation Center, Nepal’s first innovative 
platform to turn promising ideas into practical business 
solutions to the social problems faced in local communities, 
was handed over to Kathmandu University School of 
Management (KUSoM) by UNICEF at an official ceremony 
attended by the University and UNICEF officials, private 
sector leaders, media and civil society.

Idea Studio, an initiative of UNICEF, was launched last 
year in partnership with Kathmandu University, Childreach 
Nepal and Meeting Point. Located at the premises of the 
School, the Idea Studio Incubation Center brings together 
social innovators and experts from the academia, private, 
technical and development sectors to work on transforming 
raw ideas into socially conscious business ventures.

A team of KU students led by Chandan Gupta, 
MS by Research student at Department of 
Computer Science and Engineering, won 
the Ncell App Camp category winner award 
2014    under corporate solution category. 
The team comprises Amit Joshi from final 
year, Ashmit Bhattarai and Pratik Shrestha 
from 3rd year. The team presented their app 

named Opinio.

Opinio analyzes the sentiments and opinions 
of people and categorizes them into positive, 
negative and neutral comments. It gathers 
sentiments related to a product/service/
business from around the web (social media, 
blogs and news portals). On the basis of 

these sentiments it adds on features like 
business benchmarking, in-depth analysis 
of sentiments and an aggregated overview 
over customer feedbacks. Business houses 
can benefit from this app by listening to 
their customers’ feedback and suggestions. 
It also helps a business to pinpoint their own 
weakness and areas of improvements.

Symposium



Chure-Tarai Madhesh Conservation Development Board

Project Collaboration

Kick Off Meeting of Environment Friendly Local Governance Program

A Memorandum of Understanding was signed 
between the Chure-Tarai Madhesh Conservation 
Development Board (Chure Board) and 
Kathmandu University on February 23, 2015 at 
the Ministry of Forest and Soil Conservation, 
Singhadurbar, Kathmandu.

The MoU was signed by Prof. Dr. Ram Kantha 
Makaju Shrestha, Vice Chancellor of KU and Mr. 
Rameshore Prasad Khanal, Chairperson of Chure 
Board. The MoU would be effective for 5 years from 
the date of signing.

Chure Board and KU together intend to work 
for developing cooperation in applied research in 
pursuit of forest conservation and improvement of 
livelihood practices in Chure, Bhawar and Tarai-
Madhesh region. The two organizations would 
be participating in joint research and scientific 
activities and in the advancement of knowledge 
base in the future.

Kick Off/Inception Meeting of the Environment Friendly Local Governance Program (EFLGP) was organized by Department of Environmental 
Science and Engineering on 27th January 2015.

The meeting was attended by Mr Chakrapani Sharma,(Under-secretary from the Ministry of Federal Affairs & Local Development/Program 
Manager), Dr. Bibhuti Ranjan, Dr. Bed Mani Dahal, Dr. Rijan Bhakta Kayastha, Mr. Rajendra Bhandari, and Ms Anisha Tuladhar

Memorandum of Understanding (MoU)

Project Launch for Advanced Organic Farming in Nepal

Academic Partnership Project for Advanced 
Organic Farming in Nepal (APPA),  a 
Collaborative research program of 
Chonbuk National University (CBNU), 
Kathmandu University (KU) and Nepal 
Agricultural Research Council (NARC) 
officially launched on 11th February 2015 at 

Kathmandu University, Dhulikhel.

The program was jointly launched by Korean 
Ambassador His Excellency Mr. Yong-Jin 
Choe and Registrar Prof. Dr. Bhola Thapa. The 
collaborative project is one of the academic 
partnership programs between Nepal and 

Korea, funded by Korean International 
Cooperation Agency (KOICA). The Korean 
partner CBNU will provide manpower and 
technology to enhance the educational and 
research capability of Kathmandu University 
in organic farming sector.



Nepal Engineering Association Business Center

Macquarie University, Australia

Academic Collaboration

Chiang Rai Rajabhat 
University, Thailand

Kathmandu University signed Memorandum 
of Understanding (MoU) with Chiang Rai 
Rajabhat University, Thailand, on April 1, 
2015 at the central campus.

The MoU was signed by Vice Chancellor 
Prof. Dr. Ram Kantha Makaju Shrestha 
of KU and President Asst. Prof. Thosapol 
Arreenich, Ph.D. of Chiang Rai Rajabhat 
University.

The Universities agreed upon promoting 
exchange activities of students, faculty 
members and administrative staff members 
for the purpose of research, educational 
development and cultural exchange and 
develop mutual cooperation in possible 
cultural, educational activities and 
government project.

Kathmandu University Business Incubation Center (KUBIC) signed a Memorandum of 
Understanding (MoU) with Nepal Engineering Association Business Center (NEABC) to 
mutually cooperate for the establishment of Incubation Centers/Business Centers.

The MoU specifies the level of collaboration and locates the facilities shared between two 
parties. This agreement will serve as a liaison between the two parties for further cooperation 
and mutual support. NEABC will share its office facilities with KUBIC candidates when 
required, whereas the incubation manager appointed at KUBIC will coordinate for and align 
with the NEABC activities.

Kathmandu University signed a Memorandum of Understanding with Macquarie University 
of Australia. The two institutions agree to establish academic and institutional relationships for 
engaging in collaborative works to their mutual benefits.

The MoU was signed by Prof. Subas KC, Dean of KUSoM on behalf of KU and Vice Chancel-
lor of Macquarie University, Australia.

Otemon Gakuin 
University, Japan

Kathmandu University signed a 
Memorandum of Understanding (MoU) 
with Otemon Gakuin University, Japan on 
March 2, 2015.

The MoU was signed by Vice Chancellor 
Prof. Dr. Ram Kantha Makaju Shrestha of 
KU and President Toyoh Sakai of Otemon 
Gakuin University.

The two institutions agreed upon exchange 
of faculty members, students, periodical 
publications, implementation of joint 
educational projects (long and short term) 
and implementation of joint activities 
regarding various kinds of culture and 
education.

University of California, 
Merced

A Memorandum of Understanding (MoU) 
was signed between Kathmandu University 
(KU) and University of California, Merced 
on February 26, 2015 in KU Premises, 
Dhulikhel.

The MoU was signed by Vice Chancellor 
Prof. Dr. Ram Kantha Makaju Shrestha of 
KU and Chancellor Dr. Dorothy Leland of 
University of California Merced.

Ministry of Federal Affairs and Local Development

A Memorandum of Understanding (MoU) was signed between the Ministry of Federal Affairs 
and Local Development (MoFALD) and School of Science on 25th January 2015. MoFALD 
aims to work together with the Department of Environmental Science and Engineering, 
School of Science to get the graduates in Environmental Science to implement Environment 
Friendly Local Governance Framework (EFLGP) as Monitoring and Evaluation Officers in 4 
districts and 10 Municipalities.



Fulbright Senior Scholar Dr. Herb Fynewever 
at the Department of Natural Sciences, 
visiting from Calvin College, Grand Rapids, 
MI, USA for a period of 7 months.

Dr. Herb is an Associate Professor of 

Prof. Subedi 
nominated Associate 
Academician of 
NAST

Prof. Dr. Deepak Prasad Subedi, 
Associate Dean of School of Science, 
KU has been nominated Associate 
Academician of Nepal Academy of 
Science and Technology (NAST). 
The nomination was announced in 
a formal program organized on 27th 
of January, 2015 at the Academy. 
The program was followed by 
presentation from the NAST 
scientists highlighting the recent 
activities of NAST.

Chemistry at Calvin College, Grand Rapids, 
MI, USA. He  finished his Ph.D in Physical 
Chemistry from University of Wisconsin 
Madison in 1998. He was a Postdoctoral 
Research Associate at the University of 
Sydney, Australia from Dec. 1998 to Aug. 
2000. From Aug. 2005-Aug. 2009, he was 
an assistant professor at the department of 
chemistry and Mallinson Institute of Science 
Education, Western Michigan University.

He teaches courses on general chemistry and 
physical chemistry including the laboratory 
instruction. He has taught specialized 
courses for Elementary educators, history of 
science education, Introduction to polymers, 
colloids and surfaces, molecular simulation, 
world energy production and global climate 
change. He has published several research 
papers in peer reviewed journals and also 
served as reviewer for many books related to 
his field of expertise.

Fulbright Scholar Dr. Herb at Department of 
Natural Sciences

Interaction

Talk Program on ICT

Humanities and Management Unit, School 
of Engineering organized a talk program 
on “ICT in ELT Through Language Lab” in 
Mini Auditorium on 18 February. The main 
speaker of the event was Dr. K.J. Vargheese, 
Associate Professor of English from Christ 
College, Kerela, India who presented about 

the importance of ICT in the modern day 
classroom.

During the session, he also presented the 
probable dimensions on how ICT can 
transform various other teaching and 
learning methods besides language lab. The 

talk program was organized in collaboration 
with Orell Technosystems Pvt. Ltd., India.

Dr. Vargheese and his team also visited the 
newly installed digital language lab in the 
Engineering Block 8.

An interaction program with Mr. Radhesh 
Pant, Chief Executive Officer of Nepal 
Investment Board, was organized at CV 
Raman Auditorium, Kathmandu University, 
on March 11, 2015.

Mr. Pant presented on ‘Investing in Hydro 
and other Infrastructure: Nine Policy 
Principles for Securing the future of Nepal.’

The lecture series was focused on shading 
light on the development potential of Nepal 
and the improvements made in investments 
in infrastructure, especially the hydropower 
sector, its challenges and opportunities.

Addressing the event, Prof. Dr. Ram 
Kantha Makaju Shrestha, Vice Chancellor 
of Kathmandu University, appreciated 
the efforts of the Investment Board and 

shared that Nepal’s immense possibility 
in infrastructure made it unique. “The 
potentiality of Nepal can be utilized through 
knowledge and this knowledge should have 
the power of implementation,” he said.

Mr. Radhesh Pant, CEO, Nepal Investment Board interacts at KU



Ms. Susan Parker-Burns, Public Affairs 
Officer at US Embassy, Nepal, at KU

Kathmandu University welcomed Ms. 
Susan Parker-Burns, Public Affairs Officer 
of the U.S. Embassy in Nepal, in its central 
premises, Dhulikhel, on March 20, 2015.

Ms. Parker had discussions with Vice 
Chancellor Prof. Dr. Ram Kantha Makaju 
Shrestha, along with other authorities about 
the possible areas of collaboration with 
the Universities in the U.S. through the 
Embassy.

H.E. Yaron Meyer, Ambassador of Israel, at 
KU

The Ambassador of Israel to Nepal, His 
Excellency Yaron Mayer, visited the 
University on February 5, 2015. During 
the visit, the Ambassador held discussions 
with Vice Chancellor Prof. Dr. Ram Kantha 
Makaju Shrestha and Registrar Prof. Dr. Bhola 
Thapa along with other KU officials about the 
possible areas of cooperation between the 
academic institutions of the two countries.

Ms. Sara Atzmon, the holocaust survivor, 
along with her husband accompanied the 
ambassador and shared her experiences 
during the deadly holocaust. The Holocaust 
(“Sacrifice by fire” in Greek), was the 
systematic, bureaucratic, state-sponsored 
persecution and murder of 6 million Jews by 
the Nazi (National Socialist Party) regime and 
its collaborators.

Kokoku High School delegates at KU

Kathmandu University welcomed six 
delegates from Kokoku High School, Osaka, 
Japan, in its central premises, Dhulikhel on 
March 6, 2015.

Mr. YAMATO TADASHI, Vice President of 
the High School, Mr. HINOUE SATOSHI 
and Mr. UELTSCHI HARUO along with 
three students met Vice Chancellor Prof. Dr. 
Ram Kantha Makaju Shrestha.



H.E. Matthias Meyer, Ambassador of 
Germany at KU

His Excellency Matthias Meyer, Ambassador 
of Germany to Nepal, visited the University 
on January 9, 2015.

Vice Chancellor Prof. Dr. Ram Kantha 
Makaju Shrestha held interaction with 
the Ambassador regarding the diplomatic 
relations between Nepal and Germany.  

Discussions were made on the possible 
areas of cooperation and academic exchange 
between KU and the Universities in Germany 
through the Embassy where the Embassy 
would be working as a bridge between the 
Universities of the two countries.

Central Premises in spring


